
On October 13-14, 2017, educators from around the state gathered at 

Palm Beach State College, Boca Raton Campus.  The theme this year was 

Grit, Mindset, & Resilience:  Your Boundaries are Limitless.  The presentations 

included many hands on activities that our educators can take back to 

their classrooms.  Presenters traveled from in and out of state to share 

their expertise and personal experiences with the attendees.  

2017 Annual Conference Held in Boca Raton 

Our Mission  

The mission of the Florida Association of Teacher Educators is to im-

prove the effectiveness of teacher education through leadership in the 

development of quality programs to prepare teachers, by analyzing is-

sues and practices relating to professional development, and by 

providing opportunities for personal and professional growth of Asso-

ciation members. 
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The session opened on Friday at 5:00 PM.  Dr. Ber-

nadette Russell, Vice-President of eLearning and 

Provost, Boca Raton campus welcomed the group 

and spoke about the importance of our professional 

organization.  True to her love of technology, she 

included remarks about where the state of educa-

tion is moving towards for the future; embracing 

technology in the classroom for our tech-savvy mil-

lennials. 

The opening Keynote Speaker this year was Jimmy 

Casas.  Traveling from Iowa,  his topic was What Great 

Educators Do Differently.  As a “challenged” student him-

self, he has a great appreciation for the students who 

need extra help and guidance from teachers  in order 

for them to succeed.  There was a lot of group partici-

pation and activities that focused on collaboration and 

involving our students in their own decision-making 

goals.  The emphasis was not only on students succeed-

ing, but also teachers working along with administra-

tors to make their own organizations the best environ-

ment for everyone to attain greatness.   
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There were more 

than 30 different 

presentations to 

choose from, many 

with hands on activi-

ties and experiential 

learning.   Pre-

senters are al-

ways wel-

come—we in-

vite you to share 

your expertise 

with our group 

next year. 
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On Saturday morning James Dean spoke about Thinking Maps:  

Learning to THINK...Thinking to LEARN!  His interactive 

presentation showed attendees how to use 8 visual tools to effec-

tively and efficiently support the teaching of critical thinking—

all aligned with the Florida Standards. 
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Awards Luncheon 
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FATE out-going President Valerie Wright and President-elect Ingrid Cumming intro-

duced Dr. Nika Coleman-Ferrell, Associate Dean of Academics at the PBSC Boca Raton 

Campus.  Dr. Coleman-Ferrell was ecstatic to be able to present the Mary L Collins 

“Excellence in Teacher Education” award to this year’s winner:  Dr. Shelley Warm.  Dr. 

Warm  was Nika’s mentor here at the college many years ago, and this was a very touch-

ing tribute to a wonderful educator and excellent mentor. 
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Four educators were awarded the 2017 Fanchon F. Funk Scholars Award.   

Special congratulations to :   

 

Sarah Gimmi, University of South Florida, St. Petersburg 

 

Shannon Johnson, University of South Florida, St. Petersburg 

 

Janea Irby Ruiz, University of South Florida 

 

Frederick W. Vey III, Saint Leo University  



President’s message: 
 

It is a great honor to assume the position of President for the  

Florida Association of Teacher Educators.  There are so many new 

innovations in education and with the support and collaboration 

with professional organizations, like FATE, that we stay current in 

our research and practices for teacher education.  I look forward 

to attending the Association of Teacher Educators (ATE), our  

parent organization, conference this February in Las Vegas.  I take 

great pride in representing our Florida unit and in increasing my knowledge and skills in 

teacher education. 

A special thank you to the presenters who attended the recent FATE conference hosted by 

Palm Beach State College, Boca Raton.  Due to the recent hurricanes our conference attend-

ance was lower than usual, but the content and caliber of the presenters remained superior.  

Also, my deep gratitude to the FATE Board for all the help, donations, chairing committees 

and in the planning and coordinating of the conference.   

Please bookmark our FATE website, www.FATE1.org for conference pictures and updates.  

If you are interested in serving on the FATE Board positions are available.  Feel free to 

email me at ingridcumming1@gmail.com to discuss your interest. 

 

All the best, 

Ingrid Cumming, Ed.D. 
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Message from the President 

Mark Your Calendars!! 

Please join us for the Annual SRATE Conference 

October 18 - 20, 2018 

Florida State University, Panama City Campus 


